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the true interests of British trade and commerce.
In one thing he was an example that ought never
to be forgotten by those who have the control
of British political affairs : he did nothing from
the point of view of his own individual gain,
and only served himself when at the same time
he thought he could serve his country.

With the Restoration the country leaped at
a bound from the extreme of doleful gravity to
that of excessive vivacity; jeremiads were no
longer the vogue, but songs of revelry. Life
became a sudden feast, with Momus presiding.
Stern morality was succeeded by wanton disso-
luteness. Virtue went out of fashion. The con-
venticle, with its psalm-singing, was no longer
the daily gathering ground, but the theatre,
whose doors were reopened, not to poetry and
noble lessons, but to graceless depravity and
indecorum. Instead of thrift, there was ex-
travagance ; and the example in high places
changed from a rigid sense of duty to a low
sensuality. The gloomy sedateness of garb
that had wrapped the Puritan in the mask of
melancholy gave way to decorative apparel,
dazzling in the brightness of its colours, and as
free and fantastic as the other had been subdued
and demure. Naturally, trade had more to
expect from this new order of things than from
the old, objectionable as were some of the
features of the renaissance of animation, but,
unfortunately, Charles II. was not free from
some of the more serious defects of the Stuart
character, and, while he laughed his way through
life with reckless irresponsibility, was not above
resorting to despicable tricks for the filling of